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10 RE-VAMP KUARG-CHOU EDUCATIONAL STSIEM -

On 14 December, 60C representatives of 100 schools in Kuang-chou met to
conalder changes made imperative by the recent pclitical changes. LI Ming of
the Education Bureau presided and stressed the need of adapting the educational
system to the new conditions. He alsc discucsed: (1) the government's position
as to private and middle achools; (2) creating & nev edacaticnal atmosphere;
(3) new orqanizatior and structure of middle schools; {4) new courses &nd
metuods of teaching; (5) tuition ir private schools; {6) cverhauling of the
grading system; (7) clearing out of speciel agents; and (8) improving faculty-
atudent relations.

In his 3-hour exposition, L1 emphasized that the old feudal imperialist
era had decisively terminsted and the people now controlled their own destiny.
He said: "A new China awaits eccuomic and cultursl reconstruction, and for
this task we are respunsible, Yet we are products of the vld order, and wust
by study and cbservation adapt ourselves to the nev state of things, to serve
the people turougp educatioo.

"The government has aa over-all plan to protect all schoole, making no
distinction between public cr private ingtitutions. But private schools nust
register anev with the new govermment. Arrangements for this are now being
made,

"The nev system will do away with moral training, civics, and military
training. Moral training waes a method of control used by reactionaries.

"Each school shall be organized under an administrative committee, vhich
shall actually be in control amd not merely a form as ueretofore. This com-
mittee shall consist of the president, dean, manager, and representatives of
the faculty and students. The president will be the chairman, The nmber on
the committee will vary with the size of the school. Faculty and students
shall have equal representation. Democratic centralization shall be the
prucedure; but an appeal may be taken to the educetional authorities.

"A middle school shall have a president, a dean's officer, ani a busi-
ness office. The administrative group shall meet once a month, oftener if
required; smaller units more frequently.
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wpo prevent fimancial difficulties, & comittes of three teachers and tWo
students shall be organized, to which the president and dzsns may not belong.
It shall meet momthly to audit the school accounts.

"In place of the abolished courses, political studies ahall be substituted.
Until textbooks are praparsd, newspapers and revolutionary dociuments shall be
used as study meteriel. In maturel sclence courses, the existing taxts shall
be uged for the present. language and history texts will romein, with all
reactiopery teachings taken out. Colloquial rathsr than literary forms shall
be taught. :

"We must Insist on freedom of religicn. In church schoola, the bible must
not be a required subject, nor mey students ve compelled to accept a religion,

“The problein of tuition 1s a grester onec in private than im public schools.
Tuitions are larger im church schools, and not used for the school's bemeiit,
but mostly for the msintemsace of the principel. Such profiteering must no
longer be allowed. No schedule of tuitions hes y»t beer fixed by the govern-

met,"

i 1i advocated & lenient policy towsrd the few special agents uncovered by
‘be awthoritles who had sdmitted the erxror of their ways, but gevere punishment
Poy the recsleitrant.

Fipeily, Li urged that each privete school send several of its stafl to
the Scuxih China University for tratning, with a view to teaching political
subjects on their return.




